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EDUCATION 
 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW  

LL.M. (taxation) 2009 
KPMG Scholar 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW 

J.D., 1987 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar 
Managing Editor, Columbia Journal of Transnational Law 
Research Assistant to Hon. Jack B. Weinstein, EVIDENCE: CASES AND MATERIALS 

CLAREMONT MCKENNA COLLEGE 

B.A., magna cum laude, 1983 
Department award in political science for best senior thesis 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
FLORIDA COASTAL SCHOOL OF LAW (2009-2016, 2018-present) 

Visiting Professor of Law 

Courses Taught 

Business Associations, Civil Procedure, Conflict of Laws, Constitutional Law, Corporate Income Taxation, 
Individual Income Taxation, Professional Responsibility 

Service to School 

Chairperson, Curriculum Committee; Title IX Investigator          

Faculty Vision Award (as determined by graduating class) 

CONNELLY LAW OFFICES (2006-2008) 

Non-Equity Partner 

Litigation practice that emphasized commercial, governmental liability, and professional negligence litigation, 
including participation in $11.5 million settlement of foster care sexual abuse case  

Rated “Superb” by AVVO (service’s highest rating for lawyers) during final year of practice  

SEATTLE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW (2003-2006) 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Law 

Courses Taught 

Civil Procedure, Professional Responsibility 

Professor of Year for 2004-2005 & 2005-2006  
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GORDON, THOMAS, HONEYWELL LLP (1992-2003) 

Equity Partner 

Litigation practice that emphasized commercial, condemnation, insurance coverage and professional negligence 
litigation 

Representative Clients: CenturyTel; City of Tacoma; Cummins Engine; Longview Fibre; MCI Communications; 
OSI Industries; Port of Longview; Port of Tacoma; Precision Machine Works; Starbucks; United Services 
Automobile Association; and several law firms 

Trials: Precision Machine Works v. Shultz Steel Co. (breach of contract, plaintiff, bench trial, federal court); Port 
of Longview v. International Paper Co. (condemnation, plaintiff, jury trial, federal court); Simon Johnson LLC v. 
Blockbuster Video (breach of contract, plaintiff, bench trial, federal court); Hayes v. Tiller, Fagerness & Wheeler 
(legal malpractice, defendant, jury trial, state court); Wohl v. Longview Fibre (maritime wrongful death, 
defendant, bench trial, federal court); Turner v. Port of Tacoma (employment discrimination, defendant, jury trial, 
federal court)   

Chairperson, Practice Committee (oversaw litigation against firm, obtained legal malpractice insurance for firm, 
worked with members of firm to better ensure compliance with RPCs); Member, Hiring Committee   

CRAVATH, SWAINE & MOORE LLP (1987-1992) 

Associate 

Litigation practice that emphasized commercial, intellectual property, mergers and acquisitions, and securities 
litigation 

Representative Clients: Bayer; Brooklyn Heights Association; Cummins Engine; FDIC/RTC; First Boston; IBM; 
Salomon Brothers; Texaco; and Time 

Trials, Arbitrations and Regulatory Investigations: In re International Business Machines Corp v. Fujitsu Limited 
(breach of contract, plaintiff, two-year arbitration before AAA); Sterling Drug v. Bayer A.G. (breach of contract, 
defendant, bench trial, federal court); SEC v. Salomon, Inc. (enforcement action before SEC, respondent); 
Brooklyn Heights Association v. City of New York (redistricting, plaintiff, state court)   

LAW CLERK TO HON. RONALD B. LEIGHTON, Western District of Washington (2003-2004) 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

Untangling the Strings: Reform of Transfer Taxation of Retained Interests and Powers, 48 AKRON L. REV. 399 
(2015) 

The Complexity of Complexity: An Empirical Study of Juror Competence in Civil Cases, 78 U. CINN. L. REV. 
929 (2011)    

Latching Onto Laches: A Rules-Based Alternative for Resolving Questions of Waiver Following the Inadvertent 
Production of Privileged Documents in Federal Court Actions, 38 N.M. L. REV. 197 (2008) 

Section 212(c) of the Immigration and Nationality Act in the Federal Courts, 24 COLUM. J. TRANSNAT'L L. 623, 
reprinted in 1988 IMMIG. & NAT’LITY L. REV. 193 (1988) 

 
SERVICE TO PROFESSION 
 

Washington State Bar Association Committee of Bar Examiners; Washington State Bar Association Committee 
on Civil Rules; Member, Sedona Conference Working Group No. 1 Electronic Document Retention and 
Production 
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ADMISSIONS TO PRACTICE 
 

New York (retired); Washington (retired); United States District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts 
of New York; United States District Courts for the Western and Eastern Districts of Washington; United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit    

 

OTHER EXPERIENCE 
 
Adjunct Professor of Public Policy at Jacksonville University; Lecturer for BarBri on federal civil procedure 
and Oregon civil procedure  


