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FCSL administrators understand these are tough times in all of our lives but, at FCSL, we are most moved
by the challenges facing our students and their families. To that end, we are thrilled to be able to offer the
CARES grant funding to all students in the amount of $200, which President Goplerud announced this
morning. Please know the FA office has packaged these funds and they will be disbursed as soon as the
funding becomes available. Students who are set up for direct deposit will receive their stipends
electronically. Once funds are available, we will provide an update.
Additionally, we are happy to be able to offer through the FA office two additional options for additional
funding to help FCSL students through this tough time; the CARES Grant (up to $1000) and Professional
Judgement (up to $5000 for certain scenarios). Both of these programs are intended to help those
experiencing financial hardship and have critical needs. Students experiencing substantial changes to their
income and/or are experiencing increased expenses related to the COVID‐19 pandemic and subsequent
quarantine, are encouraged to evaluate these resources.
CARES Grants (up to $1000)
This grant is available to students with demonstrated increased need relating in some way to the COVID‐19
pandemic. To be eligible, students must have experienced one or more of the following as a result of
COVID‐19, as it relates to distance education:
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increased internet costs (increasing internet service/speed to address family needs)
printer or other equipment purchased as a result of lack of access to school resources
fees associated with online learning/study resources necessary for completion of school work/
studying
 Other costs associated with online learning (seek guidance from FA office if unsure)
 increased daycare expenses to care for non‐school age children during Law School hours
Additionally, students who have experienced any of the following may qualify:
 increased medical costs related to COVID‐19
 job loss/reduction of hours
Funds are limited and will be awarded first‐come, first‐served up to $1000 until the Fund is exhausted. This will
not take long so students in critical need should apply expeditiously. To qualify, students must complete the
attached CARES Grant Application (attached) AND provide receipts and/or other evidence to support their
request for grant funds. Applications must be submitted to bharper@fcsl.edu . Important Note‐Only those
applications submitted with accompanying receipts/supporting documentation will be considered for
approval.
Professional Judgments‐Cost of Attendance Budget Adjustments
Under certain circumstances, FA administrators are allowed to make professional judgements to adjust
students’ cost of attendance which allows them to borrow additional funds. Professional judgements are
typically reserved for the most critical of situations as one of the primary objectives of the FA office is to
assist students in minimizing loan debt while attending FCSL. During these uncertain times, the Financial
aid office has modified its Professional Judgement policy to account for situations FCSL students are
experiencing TODAY as a result of COVID‐19. Consistent with guidance provided by the US Department of
Education and in an effort to increase flexibility for qualification, students who are experiencing financial
hardship, may apply for a Professional Judgement under the following conditions:
 Unforeseen Moving Expenses (up to $5000)
 Family Emergency‐this category is expanded to include expenses relating to caring for an ill family
member, or unexpected travel and/or quarantine in an unexpected environment (up to $5000)
 Unforeseen Medical Expenses‐ (up to $5000)
 Professional Licensure (up to $1500)
 Computer Purchase (up to $1500)
 Job Loss‐this category has been added to allow those students who have experienced (or whose
spouses have experienced) job loss/reduction of hours (up to $1500 for student and $500 for each
dependent)
 Medical Insurance Coverage (up to $2500 per semester)
 Child Care for Dependent Children‐this category has been expanded to include expenses for
assistance to home‐school (school age) children (up to $2500 per semester)
Because this program results in increased loan funds, the FA office follows a strict procedure for approving
Professional Judgments. To apply under one of these scenarios, students must submit a completed
Professional Judgement Request Form (attached) AND provided receipts and/or other evidence to support
their request. Requests must be submitted to bharper@fcsl.edu . Important Note‐Only requests made with
accompanying receipts/supporting documentation will be considered for approval.
Students who have questions about either of these programs should contact Betty Harper
bharper@fcsl.edu for assistance.
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